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Designed to 
Change What 

Analyzed for 
What Change

Competence
Performance

Patient  Outcomes

Activities                      Hours of Instruction          Physicians                    Non Physicians

Activities                      Hours of Instruction          Physicians                    Non Physicians
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Never before 
has there been 
such a call for 

physician 
learning and 

change

Accredited 
Continuing 

Medical 
Education is 

perfectly 
positioned to 
step up and 

lead
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Private Sector 
Voices From 

Practice

• Trust in Physicians

• Leadership

• Changing

• Interprofessional

Peter Angood

Daniel 
Wolfson

John Santa

Ana Pujols
McKee
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Public Sector Voices
…. From Practice

Karen DeSalvo
Richard 
Kronick

Mary Wakefield

Nora Volkow

Michael 
Botticelli

Margaret 
Hamburg

Eric  Green
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http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/our-approach

40%40%

20%20%10%10%

30%30%

What % can you impact ?
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“ The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) commends the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education for its efforts to focus 
national continuing medical 
education on public health 
imperatives.”

Thomas R. Frieden, M.D., M.P.H.
Director, CDC
March 8, 2013 

via e mail

VALIDATED BY CDC’S LEADERSHIP
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1. CLER  A CPD exercise
2. Adapting to it is a rapid process 

improvement/QI exercise
3. You have a CME unit as a strategic 

asset in this enterprise

CME as a strategic asset 
Supporting ACGME’s CLER Process 

“CLER” is a CME opportunity
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…. accredited to 
provide you with 
the expertise and 
resources to support 
your rapid process 
improvement 
initiatives

…. positioned to 
provide a clinical 
learning 
environment for 
those engaged in 
improving their 
practice

ACCME’s Message to CEO’s 

Your CME unit is…
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Questions?
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Simplification and Evolution of 
ACCME Requirements and 

Processes

Steve Singer, PhD
ACCME, Director of Education & Outreach
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2012
Ideas from the 

community

Ideas for change 
to the ACCME

May 2013
Feedback sought 

from the CME 
community

Analysis and 
synthesis of 

feedback by the 
ACCME

Proposals for 
specific changes 

developed

December 2013
Formal call-for-

comment from the 
Community

Analysis and 
synthesis of 

feedback by the 
ACCME

February 2014
Final action by the 

ACCME

Implementation by 
the ACCME, State 
Medical Society 

Accreditors, and the 
CME Community

Simplification @ the ACCME

1000 + 450 +

250 +
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Organization 
Mission & 
Framework

Special Internet 
Policies

Reaccreditation
Interview

AMA 
Compliance
to ACCME

Self Study 
Report

MedBiquitous 
MEMS for REMS

PhRMA Code

Industry REMS

Disclosure of 
Off‐label Use

Stark IIAdvaMed Code

FDA GuidanceHHS OIG

Submit Files for 
Review

C1 : 5‐part
Mission

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, Implement

Changes

C14: Changes
Underway or 
Completed

C15: Impact of 
Improvements C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors

Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

AAD Primary 
Audience is a 
Member

AMA CORE: 
Advance Cert.

AMA CORE:
Credit 

Statement

ACEP ‐ Needs of 
ER Physicians

ABIM
MOC CME 
Commercial 
Support Free

AMA Activity 
Type:

Live Activities

ACOG Self‐
learning or 

Special Topics

AMA CORE: 
CEJA Opinions 
and ACCME SCS

AMA CORE: 
Objectives

AMA CORE:
Address Needs

AMA Activity 
Type:

Enduring 
Materials

AAFP Family 
Physician 
Planner

AMA CORE:
Evaluate 

Effectiveness

AMA CORE: 
Approved 
Formats

AMA CORE:
Credit Type

AMA Activity 
Type:

Journal‐based 
CME

MOC Self‐
Assessment 
Must Have 

Pre/Post Test

AMA CORE:
Document 6 

Years

AMA CORE:
Depth and 
Scope

AMA CORE:
Meet Definition

AMA Activity 
Type:

Test Item 
Writing

AMA Activity 
Type:
PI‐CME

AMA Activity 
Type:

Point‐of‐Care

AMA Activity 
Type:

Teaching 
Students

Special Internet 
Policies

AMA Activity 
Type: 

Manuscript 
Review

Journal‐based 
CME Policies

Regularly 
Scheduled Series 

Policies

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

Enduring 
Materials 
Policies

C2: Practice Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C4: Match Scope
of Practice

C5: Appropriate 
Format

C6: In Context of
Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

Additional 
ABMS Board 
Requirements
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Organization 
Mission & 
Framework

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report

Submit Files for 
Review

C1 : 5‐part
Mission

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, Implement

Changes

C14: Changes
Underway or 
Completed

C15: Impact of 
Improvements C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors

Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

Journal‐based 
CME Policies

Regularly 
Scheduled Series 

Policies

Enduring 
Materials 
Policies

C2: Practice Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C4: Match Scope
of Practice

C5: Appropriate 
Format

C6: In Context of
Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

Special Internet 
Policies

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures
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Organization 
Mission & 
Framework

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report

Submit Files for 
Review

C1 : 5‐part
Mission

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, Implement

Changes

C14: Changes
Underway or 
Completed

C15: Impact of 
Improvements C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors

Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

Journal‐based 
CME Policies

Regularly 
Scheduled Series 

Policies

Enduring 
Materials 
Policies

C2: Practice Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C4: Match Scope
of Practice

C5: Appropriate 
Format

C6: In Context of
Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

Special Internet 
Policies

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

• Simplified C1
• Dropped C4, C14 & C15
• Simplified policies on types of 

activities
• Agreed to offer template for 

documentation submission
• Dropped mandatory on-site 

interview
• Dropped Essential Element 3.1 
 “Sponsorship” to “Providership”



SACME
May 2, 2014

Strategic Value of Accredited CME
Dr. Steve Singer, Dir. Education & Outreach, ACCME

17
Copyright 2014© – Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education – www.accme.org
For non-commercial educational use only.

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report

Submit Files for 
Review

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, 

Implement
Changes

C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors
Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

C2: Practice 
Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C5: 
Appropriate 

Format

C6: In Context 
of

Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

C1 : Mission

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

The result…
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C2: Practice Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C5: Appropriate 
Format

C6: In Context of
Competencies

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report

Submit Files for 
Review

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, Implement

Changes
C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors

Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

Journal‐based 
CME Policies

Regularly 
Scheduled Series 

Policies

Enduring 
Materials 
Policies

C7‐C10:
Independence

Special Internet 
Policies
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C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors
Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

C1 : Mission

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, Implement

Changes

C2: Practice Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C5: Appropriate 
Format

C6: In Context of
Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

“ Taking out the words 
without changing the 

expectations.”

Criteria + SCS

The ACCME defines a regularly scheduled series 
(RSS) as a course that is planned as a series with 
multiple, ongoing sessions, e.g., offered weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly; and is primarily planned by 
and presented to the accredited organization’s 
professional staff. Examples include grand 
rounds, tumor boards, and morbidity and mortality 
conferences.

Regularly 
Scheduled 
Series
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C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors
Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C16: Change in
Performance

C1 : Mission

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

The ACCME defines a regularly scheduled series 
(RSS) as a course that is planned as a series with 
multiple, ongoing sessions, e.g., offered weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly; and is primarily planned by 
and presented to the accredited organization’s 
professional staff. Examples include grand 
rounds, tumor boards, and morbidity and mortality 
conferences.

Regularly 
Scheduled 
Series

C22: Controls
Content

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report Submit Files for Review

C2: Practice 
Gaps

C3: Designed 
to Change

C5: 
Appropriate 

Format

C6: In Context 
of

Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

C13: Identify, Plan, 
Implement
Changes

C11: Analyze
Change

C12: Program‐
based Analysis

Focus on promoting 
change - and not on 

documenting 
compliance



SACME
May 2, 2014

Strategic Value of Accredited CME
Dr. Steve Singer, Dir. Education & Outreach, ACCME

21
Copyright 2014© – Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education – www.accme.org
For non-commercial educational use only.



SACME
May 2, 2014

Strategic Value of Accredited CME
Dr. Steve Singer, Dir. Education & Outreach, ACCME

22
Copyright 2014© – Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education – www.accme.org
For non-commercial educational use only.

Reaccreditation
Interview

Self Study 
Report

Submit Files for 
Review

C11: Analyze
Change

C12:Program‐
based Analysis

C13: Identify, 
Plan, 

Implement
Changes

C17: Adjuncts C18: Factors
Outside

C19: Removes
Barriers

C20: 
Collaboration

C21: Quality 
Improvement

C22: Controls
Content

C16: Change in
Performance

C2: Practice 
Gaps

C3: Designed to 
Change

C5: 
Appropriate 

Format

C6: In Context 
of

Competencies

C7‐C10:
Independence

C1 : Mission

Accreditation Statement 
/ Records: Numbers & 
Compliance/Content
Validity/Business & 

Management 
Procedures

The result…
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What this means for you….

February 
2014

Simplification

March 
2014

Simplification 
integrated into 
review process
Feedback from 

PRs

• Regardless of where you are in the accreditation process, you will no longer be evaluated 
for compliance with any requirements that have been eliminated

• You will not need to submit materials related to compliance for the requirements that 
have been eliminated
( including Progress Reports – you will receive guidance)

March 
2015

May use the 
updated 

documents on 
www.accme.org

Not already 
prepared 
your 
materials?

November 
2014

July
2014

No need to 
change 

materials

Simplification 
integrated into 
review process
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Questions?
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Proposal for New Criteria 
for Accreditation with 

Commendation
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A New Proposal…

• Take us beyond “Engagement”
• C16-22 will be replaced – eventually…
• Menu of options, subset for Commendation
• Recognizes a greater range of 

‘commendable’ attributes.
• Designed to ‘reward’ valuable work CME 

providers may already be doing
• Each provider should be able to find a 

subset that matches their purpose and 
mission

Learn more at www.accme.org
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Learn more at www.accme.org
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Join the Discussion…

• Submit your questions by COB today via 
www.accme.org

• Attend the informational webinar on 
Tuesday, May 13 – 10:00 am-11:30 am CT
(Register at www.accme.org) 
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The process from here…
ACCME will collect feedback about the proposal 
in a similar way to the Simplification proposals
• Discussion Webinar on May 13
• Web-based written feedback to the ACCME
• Analysis of feedback and possible revisions
• ACCME’s Rule-Making Process 

(i.e., Call for Comment).

Criteria not changing today 
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Thank You!


